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to shuffle the thing oft* cunningly, and yet his indolence
(if you suppose this to be owing to indolence alone)
must be inconceivably great* One would think that
his own interest, and the interest of those who are most
dear to him, might rouse him from this apathy. It is
unlucky that Mr. Compton is a man of the same temper,
even in a higher degree ; they will encourage each other
to be easy and keep their minds serene* I wish you
would write to your father again, and in the same way
that you formerly did* Represent to him how severe it
is upon you to remain in this uncertain situation, and
beseech him to exert himself so as to get matters settled
either one way or another. Patterson is such a dog
that you should endeavour to prevent htm from taking
any advantage of your misfortunes, which, upon this as
well as other occasions, he scents strongly inclined to
do- In short, my dear Temple, I am at a loss how to
advise you; but you may believe that 1 am most warmly
concerned for your welfare* and shall be anxious to
hear from time to time how your affairs go on, till
they are brought to a happy conclusion ; for I will not
offend you with the legal word taw*. Pray keep up
your spirits, and pray push your father to despatch*
Do not despond* Your virtue cannot go unrewarded
either in this or another world ; hut as weak mortals
must have sure comfort to support them in thin world,
reflect, my friend, that you have sure comfort; you
have true friends, '-you have Nicholk and BosweH,
whom you may look upcm as parts of yourself* Con-
sider this, is an exalted comfort which few enjoy,
although they have many of the shining gifts of for-
tune. Which, pray, would you in your heart prefer ?
Remember me to Nicholis with the remembrance of
esteem; I hope to be much better and much longer
acquainted with him*